
A DYNAMIC NETWORK 
of communities, organizations, 

and institutions working together
TO CREATE A JUST, EQUITABLE, 

AND REGENERATIVE FOOD SYSTEM
in New England and beyond.



Farm to Institution:
Why is it Important?

Institutions are essential partners 
in a just, equitable, and regenerative food system. 

Every day in New England, 
1 in 4 people spend time in a school, 
college, hospital, or prison. These 
institutions collectively spend $1 billion 
on food and beverages annually. 

Imagine if more of that food were 
produced and processed locally, 
sustainably, and equitably? 

Buying 
Power

Volume and stability 
make institutions 

valuable food buyers. 

community 
anchors

Institutions are 
major employers in 
their communities.

Thought 
Leaders 

Schools, colleges, 
and universities 
educate millions.

Human 
Impact 

New England 
institutions serve 

3.8 million people.  

6,156 schools • 270 hospitals • 95 prisons & jails •
182 colleges & universities • 14,919 early care • 32,336 farms

shared history and culture of collaboration. With farms in the 
north, population centers in the south, and fishing centers 
down the coast, New England needs a regional approach to 
build a better food system. 
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New England 
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The changes we seek can only be achieved  
when led by a collaborative, adaptive network  

committed to collective power  
and increased regional self-reliance.

What is ?

FINE serves a dynamic network of communities, 
organizations, and institutions working together  

to create a just, equitable, and regenerative food system  
in New England and beyond.

Create an organizational 
framework, structure, 

and culture that 
embodies the values 

of diversity, equity and 
inclusion

Facilitate opportunities 
for relationship building 
and collaboration while 

centering the voices and 
needs of those most 

affected by food systems 
inequities 

Expand the network’s 
skills and capacity to 
cultivate an equitable 
and sustainable food 

system 

focus area 1 
Organizational 

Framework

focus area 2
Relationships  

& Collaboration

focus area 3
Capacity  
& Skills



FINE offers

SUBSCRIBE 
Sign up for our newsletter 
The FINE Print, join the 
conversation on social media

Attend 
Attend an event, including our 
biennial Northeast Farm to 
Institution Summit

Learn
Tune into a webinar, 
download a tool or resource, 
join a Community of Practice

contribute 
Donate online, join an 
advisory committee, share 
resources, tell your story

www.FarmToInst.org 

network services
Events & Trainings 
Communications 
Research & Metrics
#F2ISummit
Public Policy
Value Chain Coordination

Special Projects
Carceral Food System Development
Data and Storytelling
New England Food Hub and 

Processors Network
Community-Led Farm to Institution
Local Food Policy and Tracking

Join the movement.

info@farmtoinst.org


